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ries, which is bordered by another Island, large and
beautiful, called the Island of Montmagny.* Be-
yond this Island is the River St. Jean, which touches
the mainland on its North side. At or near the
middle of this Island, there are two rapids or water-
falls, corresponding to the sault St. Louys,—one be-
ing in the River des Prairies, the other in the River
St. Jean. By the way, I will mention the origin of
the names of these rivers. The River St. Jean takes
its name from sieur Jean Nicolet, interpreter and
clerk of the store at the three Rivers, who often
passed through all these regions.” The River des
Prairies was so called because a certain man named
des Prairies, steering a Bark, and arriving at this
junction or meeting-place of these three rivers, lost
his way among the Islands which are found there,
and entered this river which has ever since borne his
name, instead of ascending the St. Lawrence river,
where he was expected. As for the great river, I
do not know for what reason the name ‘‘ St. Law-
rence” was given to it,— perhaps because it was dis-
covered on that day.

[245 i.e., 241] We disembarked at these three is-
lands and found them very fine and agreeable. 1
celebrated the first Sacrifice of the Mass which had
ever been offered, as I was told, on the island of
Montmagny, which is to the North of the Island of
Montreal. After having viewed the beauties of the
country, we set sail for the three Rivers.

On the 4th of October we left the three Rivers.
We were hardly 4 or 5 leagues distant thence, when
we perceived an Elk moving along the edge of the
woods. We were sailing gently down the middle of
the great river, in the beauty of a golden day. When



